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Korvatunturi, before Christmas 1993

I am writing this letter to you from Korvatunturi in the far-away Finnish Lapland, my home
since many centuries. I am surrounded by unspoilt nature and a vast wilderness. Here my
reindeers are grazing at open pastures eating lichen, a real treat for them. Santa Claus and
his gnomes must of course live in a secluded place where they can work undisturbed, where
secrets are kept - for instance what my gnomes are preparing for next Christmas.

Lapland in wintey is like an enchanted waonderland. The dovs ave wrapped in a velvety blue

polar light. Thousands of stars are twinkling in the night sky, and on cold nights the Nothern
lights blaze in a riot of colors. White snow sparkles like millions of diamonds. Can you
imagine how lovely and wonderful we have it up here?

But let me tell you a little bit more about Korvatunturi. Seen from a distance, it looks like
an ordinary mountain, a bit like a giant's ear. Indeed, we can hear almost everything here,
even whispers. My gnomes send me messages from all around the world. They tell me how
nice or naughty children have been. The winds carry these messages to Korvatunturi.

Deep inside the mountain is my realm. What a hustle and bustle, as we hurry upreading
children’s letters and wishes and making presents! We try to have everything ready for
Christmas, and this keeps every gnome busy preparing gifts and wrapping parcels.

It won't be long before I set out on my journey for this Christmas. My reindeers - quite an
impressive team - are already waiting impatiently. I pick the strongest ones, first of course
Rudolf the Rednose, when we start delivering presents. He leads the team soaring through
the air to every corner of the world. We try to be in time to visit all children, you too.

I wish that all people would be nice - to each other,
towards nature and all animals. And may good will
towards all people and a true Christmas joy reign
everywhere. Then also Santa Claus will be happy.

Merry Christmas and a Very Happy New Year!

Finnish for Santa Claus
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